
 
State of New Hampshire 

2012 EMERALD LAKE VILLAGE DISTRICT WARRANT 
Annual Meeting  

 
 
 
To the Inhabitants of the Emerald Lake Village District, located within the Town of Hillsborough, County of Hillsborough in 
said State, qualified to vote in District affairs: 

 
You are hereby notified to meet in the Hillsboro-Deering High School Cafeteria, located on Hillcat Drive, Hillsborough, NH 
on Saturday, the 14

th
 day of April, 2012, at ten o'clock in the forenoon.  Balloting on Article One, election of officers will 

take place between ten o'clock and twelve o'clock in the afternoon.  Articles Two through Eleven will begin at 12:30 P.M., 
at the same location. 
 
Article 1.  To choose one Commissioner for three years, one Moderator for one year, one clerk for one year and one 
treasurer for one year.  (To Be Voted On By the Official Ballot) 
Moderator Karen Booth read the election results. 
 
COMMISSIONER for three years; Troy Cornock-22  Donna Baldwin-1  Richard Baldwin -1. 
SECRETARY/TREASURER for one year; Susan Hutchinson-22  Martha Caron-2. 
MODERATOR for one year; Karen Booth-21  Volunteer-1. 
CLERK for one year; Patricia Stefanelli-23  Richard Booth-1. 
No questions, no discussion 
 
Balloting on Articles Two through Eleven was commenced by the Moderator at 12:30pm, in the same location.  
 
 
Article 2.  To hear the reports of the Village District Officers, Auditors, Agents, Committees or other officers heretofore 
chosen or appointed; or to take any other action in relation thereto.  Majority vote required 
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written.  
Commissioner Troy Cornock motioned to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion.  
 
Administrator Jim Coffey introduced Jenna Rzasa of Tata and Howard to discuss the Water Main Project. Jenna 
brought the plans for the project for all residents to view. She explained the project is funded by a State 
Revolving Fund with 30% forgiveness. Resident Martha Caron asked the financial status of the project. Jenna 
handed that question over to the board. Jim Coffey explained the 30% forgiveness works in the form of a grant. 
Jenna Rzasa and Jim Coffey explained how The Hummingbird Bridge project and the Water Main project could be 
tied together. Jim said in other words one contractor could hold the two separate contracts. Jim said the board 
will be meeting to review the bids on May 4

th
 at 3:00pm at the Village District Office for the Bridge Project.  

Resident Sue Ireland asked when the Hummingbird Bridge project will start. Jim told her it will start after they 
review the bid packages at the meeting.  
Jim Coffey explained the bridge is built offsite. Once the project starts it will take about three weeks.  
He said it is a 75/25 split,with the District providing 23% of the costs. He said any leftover money will be 
reimbursed to us.  
Article #2 PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
 
Article 3.  To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred and fifty-nine 
Thousand, Nine Hundred and ninety-four Dollars ($159,994) for the operating expenses of the district including 
General Government, Streets, Bridges and Recreation, Debt Service, Operating Transfers Out and all other current 
expenses of the district.  Majority vote required.  
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Troy Cornock motioned to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion. 
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Administrator Jim Coffey directed everyone to the detailed budget pages to give a breakdown of what this article 
entails.  
Article # 3 PASSED BY VOICE VOTE.  
 
Article 4. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) 
for the purpose of  making capital improvement to the District's road network.     Majority vote required.   
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Troy Cornock motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion.  
 
Resident Martha Caron referred to page 16 of the budget concerning the culverts. She asked which culverts 
they’d be replacing. Commissioner Bob Hutchinson said he and Skip Edwards (our road agent) would start on a 
collapsed culvert on Raccoon Alley. He said they would like to do as many as possible. Jim Coffey explained 
there is a difference between the General Fund and the Capital Improvement Fund. He said we have to adhere to 
Government accounting standards. Resident Lois Rostanzo asked if it was safe to assume the culverts would be 
replaced by order of condition. Bob Hutchinson said that is true. Resident Virginia Burton asked about a downed 
tree on the corner of Emerald Drive and Red Fox Crossing. Commissioner Bob Hutchinson said they plan to get 
the tree out of there.  
Article # 4 PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Article 5. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two  Hundred and two Thousand, 
Seven Hundred and fifty-three Dollars ($202,753) for the purpose of operating the Water Department during 2012; said 
funds to be offset by the income to the Water Department of an equal amount.  Majority vote required.   
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Troy Cornock motioned to accept the article as written.  
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion.  
 
Jim Coffey explained the Commissioners set the water rate. He said none come from general taxation. Resident 
Vincent Adams asked what our water bill payments cover. Jim said they’re used to cover things like special water 
projects such as payment towards the Water Main project. Lois Rostanzo asked where this money is held. Jim 
Coffey explained it’s held in the Water Fund account.  
Article #5 PASSED BY VOICE VOTE.  
 
Article 6. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  Twenty-two Thousand Dollars 
($22,000) for the purpose of making capital improvements to the water distribution and other components of the water 
system as required; said funds to be offset by the income to the Water Department of an equal amount.  Majority vote 
required.   
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written.  
Commissioner Troy Cornock made a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion. 
 
Martha Caron asked what the improvements are.  
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson said well #6 was deepened and it is now producing twelve gallons per minute. 
Bob said Tata and Howard will decide which well to go after next. Bob said the pump on the Hummingbird well 
was changed out and is now producing thirty seven to forty gallons per minute. He said we are constantly 
making improvements to existing wells. 
Article #6 PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Article 7. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of  Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) for 
the purpose of purchasing and installing emergency power generators for the water system.    Majority vote required.  
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Troy Cornock motioned to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion. 
 
Martha Caron asked why we’re being asked for five thousand more dollars. Jim Coffey explained generators were 
not purchased last year. He said they just didn’t get around to purchasing them. Jim said the money was 
theoretically raised. He said it ended at the fiscal year and becomes surplus from last year and also becomes part 
of the undesignated fund balance. He also said it was voted in but not added to the tax rate. Resident Lois 
Rostanzo added it’s just a paper transaction. Commissioner Bob Hutchinson said we get a 50/50 match with the 
state when generators are bought.  
Article #7 PASSED. 
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Article 8. To see if the Village District will vote to establish a Planning Board as authorized by RSA 673:1 and further 
defined by RSA 673:2 III. Said Planning Board shall consist of one district commissioner or administrative official of that 
district as an ex officio member; and 4 other persons who are residents of the village district, appointed by the Board of 
Commissioners.  Majority vote required. 
 
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Troy Cornock motioned to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner John Dahood seconded the motion. 
 
Martha Caron asked for a motion to amend the article to have the proposed planning board elected as opposed 
to appointed. Jim Coffey explained the statutes don’t allow for a District Planning Board to be elected.  
Vincent Adams asked if the RSA673:2 lll could actually be read by someone on the board. Jim Coffey said we 
don’t actually have it here. He said there are copies at the office if anyone would like to come and read them. 
Vincent then asked if it shouldn’t be published if you are going to vote on this. Jim Coffey explained it is not 
intended to compete with the town of Hillsboro’s Planning board. Jim said he has been in contact with Michael 
Tardiff who is involved with District Planning Board members. He said we would be in line with functions of a 
District and vice versa. He said having a Planning board would be a way to involve long range plans. He said 
there would be no money spent. Jim said we could be involved with the planning commission in Keene. He said a 
Capital Improvement plan and a Master plan pertains to our functions.  
Martha Caron said Jim proposed this Planning board last year in the same fashion. She pointed out it was voted 
down. She said the Village District was included in the town’s Master Plan; a chapter was developed for the 
District. She said the Planning board met with the Commissioners. She pointed out the Village District’s planning 
board would be a separate legal entity. She said you don’t need your own planning board to survey wetlands. She 
said she has Planning board regulations which were drafted by an attorney and she stated she is a lawyer 
herself. Resident Lois Rostanzo referring to the term “Planning Board” suggested it’s just a matter of semantics. 
Lois suggested calling it something different.  
Sue Ireland suggested having one member from the town of Hillsboro on the board. 
Vincent Adams asked why we needed a planning board seeing as the Commissioners are doing such a great job 
running the District already.  
Richard Morencey said a District Planning board makes no sense.  
Secretary Sue Hutchinson said she feels we need our own Planning board to apply for grants and benefits for the 
District. She pointed out that on the town’s Master Plan some things concerning the District were incorrect and 
still haven’t been corrected. She said she feels the town tells us what they want for us.  
Moderator Karen Booth declard the discussion closed.  
Tricia Stefanelli said she was looking for a definitive answer as to whether or not it is legal for the District to have 
its own planning board.  
Resident Richard Booth said said the article has already been closed. 
Martha Caron withdrew her amendment. 
Article #PASSED BY VOTE OF 9-7. 
 
 
Article 9. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Thousand Dollars, Five 
Hundred ($3,500) for completing the engineering necessary for the dredging and restoring of the inlet to Gould Pond.   
Majority vote required. Recommended by the Board of Commissioners This is a special two year non-lapsing 
article as defined by RSA 32:7, VI.   
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner John Dahood made a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson seconded the motion. 
 
Resident Richard Morencey asked if the $35,000.00 raised at the Hillsboro town meeting will go away if we don’t 
use it. Jim Coffey answered we will not because it is a non-lapsing article. Bob Hutchinson said Skip Edwards 
would most likely do the dredging.  
Article #9 PASSED BY A VOICE VOTE.  
 
Article 10. To see if the Village District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000) for 
conducting an engineering study to identify  wetlands within the District for the purpose of identifying non-buildable lots 
and to use this data to better plan for our roads, parks and water system.  Majority vote required. Recommended by 
the Board of Commissioners This is a special two year non-lapsing article as defined by RSA 32:7, VI.   
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written. 
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Resident Sue Ireland asked what the status of this project is. Commissioner Bob Hutchinson said it’s already in  
progress. He said there are 280 lots going from Red Fox Crossing to Raven Head then to Midnight Walk onto 
Spring St then onto Meghan Lane. He said only about 80 of them are buildable. He said when most of these lots 
were purchased when there was no code enforcer in town. He said from now on we are going to do things right. 
He said there will be no hook ups given to people on wetlands. He said he wants to protect the area.  
Article #10 PASSED BY A VOICE VOTE.  
 
 
Article 11. To see if the municipality will vote to authorize the commissioners to accept gifts of personal property, other 
than cash, to the municipality for any public purposes. This authorization, in accordance with RSA 31:95-e shall remain in 
effect until rescinded by a vote of the village district. (Majority vote required). 
Moderator Karen Booth asked for a motion to accept the article as written.  
Commissioner Troy Cornock made a motion to accept the article as written. 
Commissioner John Dahood seconded the motion. 
 
Jim Coffey explained an example would be if someone wanted to give up land. A public hearing would be set up 
to accept such property.  
Article #11 PASSED BY A VOICE VOTE. 
 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson wished to thank all seventeen people for showing up today.  
He said we have some new boards for the dam and there will be a routine inspection. He said in 2007 the dam 
was deemed a non-menacing dam and he disagrees.  
He said he wants to propose to the Hillsboro Selectmen that the dredge project be done by the fall.  
He asked for ideas for a date for the Village District’s roadside clean-up. Saturday May 5

th
 was decided. 

Resident Bob Burton asked how to find out when the Hillsboro Planning Board meetings are taking place. He 
suggested it be put in the Concord Monitor. Martha Caron said it’s posted at the Town Hall and on the Town of 
Hillsboro’s website.  
 
At 2:05pm the meeting was adjourned.  
 
   
  
 
Given under our hands and seal this 14th day of April in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twelve. 
 
    
Respectfully submitted by 
District Clerk 
Patricia Stefanelli 
 
Approved By: 
 
____________________ 
Bob Hutchinson 
 
____________________ 
Troy Cornock 
 
____________________ 
John Dahood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


